Deutsch 101 Name:
Arbeitsblatt fiir Tag 20: Modalverben féllig am Tag 20 des Kurses

A. Modalverben. It may seem simple, but it’s vital to know the meaning of the modal verbs, as well as how to
form them. Fill in the blanks below with the English meanings of the modal verbs.

konnen =

must, have to durfen
sollen

mussen
wollen

B. Konjugieren. Now conjugate three of the modal verbs to make sure you understand the endings and
changes correctly. Remember that modal verbs have no endings in the ‘ich’ and ‘er/sie/es’ forms, and a vowel
change in all the singular subjects. Plural subjects have reqular formations for modal verbs.

kénnen wollen sollen

ich kann ich ich soll

du du du

er er er

sie sie sie

es es will es

wir wir wir

ihr ihr ihr

sie sie sie

Sie Sie Sie

C. Kurze Phrasen. Test yourself to make sure you know the meanings and the conjugations of the modal verbs
by translating these short phrases into German. Pay attention to the vowel changes and endings!

1. Imust! = ich muss! 6. mayl? =
2. youshould! = 7. hecan! =
3. hewantsto! = 8. are we allowedto? =
4. we can! = 9. vyouallcan! =
5. you haveto! = 10. they want to! =

D. Liickentext mit Modalverben. Watch how the modal verbs move the action infinitive to the end of each
sentence. Fill in the correct conjugated form, and make sure you understand the structure of the sentences.

1. —Warum (miissen) du denn schon gehen?
—Ich (sollen) in zehn Minuten bei Professor Sedlmeyer sein.
2. —Warum (diirfen) deine Schwester heute Abend nicht tanzen gehen?
— Meine Eltern (wollen) nicht, dass sie tanzen geht.
3. —Morgen (sollen) es sehr warm sein.
—Toll! Dann (kénnen) wir schwimmen gehen!
4, —Warum (wollen) ihr keinen Wein?
— Wir (diirfen) kein Alkohol trinken.
5 - (kbnnen) Maria Deutsch sprechen?

— Nein, aber sie (wollen) es lernen.




E. Modalsatze. Create normal German sentences out of the elements below. Remember to follow word order
rules! Please note: the English translations are there for your benefit, but using any computer translator will
result in totally mangled sentences. Create the sentences yourself from the German provided!

1. du/sollen/lernen / Deutsch (You should learn German.)
Du sollst Deutsch lernen.
2. ich /wollen / kommen / zur Party (I want to come to the party.)
3. dasKind / dirfen / essen / kein Eis (The child isn’t allowed to eat ice cream.)
4. mein Bruder / wollen / ins Kino gehen / heute Abend (My brother wants to go the movies tonight.)
5. missen /ihr /schreiben / eine Priifung / morgen ? (Do you guys have to take a test tomorrow?)
6. durfen /gehen/ihr/heute Abend /in die Disko ? (Are you guys allowed to go to the club tonight?)
7. wann/du/ mussen / gehen / schlafen ? (When do you have to go to sleep?)
8. Thomas / missen / gehen / nach Hause / jetzt . (Thomas has to go home now.)
9. Katrin / kénnen / sprechen / Italienisch / sehr gut . (Katrin can speak Italian very well.)
10. warum / du / wollen / kaufen / das Haus / nicht ? (Why don’t you want to buy the house?)

F. Ubersetzen. Translating can be difficult, but use the patterns we’ve been practicing to translate the
following sentences into German. Again, you may not use Google or other translators for complete sentences;
they won’t work correctly for sentence structure, and you should practice the correct forms we are learning.

1. Mrs. Schmidt, can you give me (=mir) your address, please.

2. | have to (‘must’) go home now.

3. May | bring my computer? | should write an email.

4. Areyou allowed to drink beer?

5. Do you want some ice cream? — No, | am not allowed to eat sugar.

6. |wantto be able to fly.




