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Mogen und Mochten

Two Modal Verbs: Like, and Would Like

mochtest du mitkommen? Q

®

mogen = ‘like’ or ‘enjoy’

We discussed the conjugation of “mégen” already last chapter, but now we need to be able to use it easily.
Remember that like any modal verb, it has one form for the singular, and a different form for the plural subjects.

notice: || . . ) . .
> | like ich mag we like wir mégen
no
endings youlike ~ du magst you all like ihr mégt
on > he likes er mag they like sie mogen
ich . . ..
O M shelikes  sie mag You formal like Sie moégen
er/sie/es
= it likes es mag
forms! —

Mégen is the least common of the modal verbs, because Germans already have a more useful way to say “like/enjoy”
using the adverb “gern”. But notice that the singular stem is “mag-" while the plural stem is “még-” like all other
modals verbs with two stems.




Usage: Mdgen Needs Nouns

Maégen is usually only used with nouns, as in the sentences below. Since Germans tend to use the adverb
“gern” to say they like doing a verb action, they will prefer “gern” with an active verb, and “mégen” only
with nouns.

Ich esse gern Pizza. Ich mag Pizza.

(I like to eat pizza.) (I like pizza.)
Ich lese gern Comicblicher. Ich mag Comicbiicher.

(I like to read comic books.) (I like comic books.)
Ich habe MiraCosta gern. Ich mag MiraCosta.

(I like MiraCosta.) (I like MiraCosta.)

®

mogen = synonym for ‘gern’ + verb

Ich esse gern Kekse. = Ich mag Kekse.

Isst du gern Eis? Magst  duEis?

Esst ihr gern Wurst? Mogt ihr Wurst?

Spielt sie gern Tennis? = Sie mag Tennis.

Wir essen nicht gern Garnelen. = Wir_mogen Garnelen nicht.
Lars hat seinen Hamster gern. = Lars mag seinen Hamster.
Ich trinke nicht gern Wein. = Ich mag Wein nicht.




mochten = ‘would like’ polite request

Technically, ‘méchten’ is a subjunctive form, which simply means “would like.” Pretty much any time you can use the
phrase “would like” in English, you'll want to use “méchten” in German.

notice: || . . . ”
> | like ich mochte we like wir mochten
e
endings youlike ~ du méchtest you all like ihr méchtet
on [ helikes er mochte they like sie mochten
e [T shelikes sie mochte You formal like Sie mochten
er/sie/es
> it likes es mochte
forms! —_—

Notice that méchten is a little different from other ‘modal’ verbs. The singular and plural forms both use the stem
“mdéchte” — the difference is that the ich and er/sie/es forms end in an -e. Only the ihr form ends in a -t! This is because
it is technically a subjunctive form, build off of a tense we have not yet learned, but you'll want to use it often!

®

Usage: Méchten for Requests

Moéchten is a more polite way of saying that you want something = you would like it. It's often used to
soften a request, or for invitations and other times when you want to express a desire to do something,
but don’t want to sound overly pushy. The modal verb ‘wollen’ means ‘want to’ but can sound quite
intense in some situations!

Willst du Kaffee? Mdéchtest du Kaffee?
(Do you want coffee?) (Would you like coffee?)

Ich will ins Kino gehen. Ich méchte ins Kino gehen.
(I want to go to the movies). (I would like to go to the movies.)

Er will lieber Deutsch sprechen. Er m6chte lieber Deutsch sprechen.
(He prefers to speak German.) (He would prefer to speak German.)

®



mochten = more polite version of ‘wollen’

Ich will einen Keks. = Ich __mochte einen Keks.

Willst du ein Eis? Mochtest du ein Eis?

Wollt ihr Wurst essen? Mochtet ihr Wurst essen?

Sie will Tennis spielen. = Sie __mochte Tennis spielen.

Wir mochten keine Garnelen.

Wir wollen keine Garnelen.

Klaus will einen Hamster. Klaus __mochte einen Hamster.

Ich will keinen Rotwein. = |ch __moéchte keinen Rotwein.

Priifen Sie Sich!

Test Yourself!




Er mag Golf.

He likes golf.

Er mochte Golf spielen.

He would like to play golf.

Mochtest du Kaffee mit Sahne?

Would you like some coffee with cream?

Magst du Kaffee mit Sahne?

Do you like coffee with cream?



Ich mag Schokolade.

I like chocolate.

Ich mochte jetzt Schokolade.

I would like some chocolate now.

Ich mochte nach Deutschland reisen.

I would like to travel to Germany.

Ich mag Deutschland.

| like Germany.



Sie mogen ihr Haus nicht.
They don't like their house.

Sie mochten ein neues Haus kaufen.
They would like to buy a new house.

Er mag Computer.
He likes computers.

Er mochte einen Computer zum Geburtstag.
He would like a computer for his birthday.




Magst du den Kurs?

Do you like the course?

Mochtest du den Kurs nehmen?

Would you like to take the course?

Ich mag alte Filme.

| like old movies.

Ich mochte heute ins Kino gehen.

I would like to go to the movies today.



Sie schwimmt gern.

She likes to swim. (tricky!!)

It’s impossible to say “Sie-mag-sehwimmen” because mogen only takes a NOUN. An alternative,
more complex form would be to say “Sie mag es, zu schwimmen” but the “Sie schwimmt gern”
version is far more normal!

Sie mochte heute schwimmen.

She would like to swim today.
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Das Ende!




