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Introduction to German Culture 

GER 21 #10675, Fall 2022 
ONLINE COURSE 

Saddleback College, Mission Viejo, California 

Instructor: Nancy Thuleen 
Email: nthuleen@saddleback.edu Cell Phone: (760) 975-1076 
Alternate Email: german@nthuleen.com Home Phone: (760) 755-7507 
Consultation Hours: see Canvas for schedule Zoom: Zoom Meeting Link 

Jump to Syllabus Sections: 
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No Required Textbooks: 

Important Course Links: 

Fully Online Course: 
This is a fully online course, and you must log in and participate several times a week on our Canvas course page.  You 
will not have to physically appear on campus at any point, but you will need to participate actively online, and you will 
have regularly assigned due dates and assignments that must be completed on time.  All course assignments, discussion 
boards, videos, quizzes, exams, syllabus, calendar, links for further study, and many other helpful materials, as well as your 
course grades, are available at all times on Canvas, found at https://canvas.saddleback.edu/. Please check Canvas at least 
three times a week, and keep an eye on your email as well for important notices from your instructor! 

Course Description: 
This course introduces students to various aspects of German culture and civilization. Areas of study include 
history, music, literature, philosophy, political ideas, customs, and Germany's influence on and contribution 
to the civilization of America and the world. The course does not require prior study of the German language 
or culture.  Course is conducted entirely in English. 

Student Responsibilities: 
This 3-unit class requires around 9 hours of studying and preparation per week. Consider that if this class were held face-
to-face, you would be sitting in a classroom for 3 hours per week, plus completing at least 3-6 hours of homework each 
week — therefore the online class requires an average of 9 hours per week. Because you will complete all coursework 
online, regular participation and self-directed study is vital to your success. There will be explicit deadlines for 
assignments and exams, and you must keep up with the scheduled workload. This means you will need to log in to the 
course website a minimum of three times per week, and spend significant time watching, reading, understanding, 
discussing, and completing assignments online. It is best if you spread your time out during the week for watching and 

Saddleback Canvas: https://canvas.saddleback.edu/  
Saddleback Library: https://www.saddleback.edu/library

There are no required textbooks for this course; it is designated as “Zero Textbook Cost”.  
There will be readings available as PDF documents, video lectures, and other materials 
assigned on our Canvas course page each week, along with links to web resources, but you 
are not expected to purchase any textbook.

https://canvas.saddleback.edu/
https://www.saddleback.edu/library
mailto:nthuleen@saddleback.edu
mailto:german@nthuleen.com
https://miracosta-edu.zoom.us/j/9187307884
https://canvas.saddleback.edu/
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reading, online discussions, or reviewing prior material and exploring the optional links for further study. You should not 
try to complete the entire week’s work in only one day!  If you do encounter any difficulties, e-mail me immediately and 
keep me informed. 

In general, you will be assigned to read assigned materials each week, to watch explanatory videos or read scholarly 
articles from other sources, and to discuss your learning with your classmates in the online discussion boards. Graded 
assignments will include instructor-created lecture quizzes, weekly discussion board postings, one biographical or city 
presentation, one movie or story review, and a midterm and a final exam. Assigned work for each week will be due every 
week at the close of day on Sundays, but discussion boards will require postings at least twice during the week. You may 
always turn in assignments early, but you shouldn’t work too far ahead. 

Participation and Attendance: 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

Technical Requirements: 

Students completing this course satisfactorily will be able to: 

1)  Identify and demonstrate knowledge of a noteworthy cultural or artistic movement or style in German 
Culture. 

2)  Identify a historic or contemporary cultural figure and distinguish the movement, style, or historical 
period he/she represents. 

3)  Identify and define expressions derived from German Culture (e.g. Film, Music, Art, Literature) and 
compare and contrast those expressions with meanings in their own culture and with the dominant culture in 
the United States.

Since this is an online course, 'attendance' refers to participating in the activities and assignments on our class 
webpage. You must log in and submit the required assignments every week! If you cannot access the course due 
to unforeseen issues, notify your instructor immediately. If you do not log in or submit assignments for more 
than 7 days in a row, your instructor has the right to drop you from the class for non-attendance. Attendance — 
meaning your course login time, assignment submissions and overall activity — is tracked thoroughly, and both 
California State and Saddleback College require that students who stop attending an online course be dropped 
for non-participation. Missing deadlines and not completing assignments means you have become "inactive" or 
stopped attending our online course. If you do not plan on staying in this course, it is your responsibility to drop 
the course from your MySite schedule. Do not assume that the professor has dropped you: you are responsible 
for your participation and your schedule.

Since this course is conducted completely online, you must have consistent access to the internet in order to 
complete your work. In addition, you should make sure your computer meets the following basic requirements. Don't 
worry too much: nearly all modern computers are capable of these tasks, but look through the list and see if you think 
you will have any difficulties. 

• You need to be able to use a web browser (Chrome, Firefox, Safari, or Edge are recommended, in that order). Although 
most of our Canvas page is mobile-friendly, a desktop or laptop computer is strongly recommended rather than simply 
using a smartphone! 

• You need to be able to view and type into Microsoft Word documents using any standard word processing software 
(Microsoft Office, the freeware OpenOffice or LibreOffice, or Apple Pages are the most common). Google Docs can also 
be used, as long as you can save your documents to a PDF or other file format. 

• You need to be able to view PDF files (most browsers have an Adobe PDF plugin or the free Adobe Reader app).
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Instructor Contact: 

This is a fully online course. As your instructor, I will interact with you on a regular basis in multiple ways. In addition to 
video lectures and written explanations, I will post weekly announcements with pointers to course content, objectives, 
upcoming due dates, and other information. I will participate in the weekly discussion boards with my own starter posts, 
as well as selected replies to student postings. I will also provide feedback on instructor-graded quizzes when applicable, 
and full feedback on your written projects and exams. In general, you can expect to receive feedback and/or corrections 
within 48 hours of submitting your normal assignments; midterms, finals and presentations may take up to four days. 

I am also readily available to communicate with students via email and via Zoom. Please don't hesitate to ask anything 
you like, both content learning questions as well as anything else related to the class: I truly do want to hear from you 
and know how you're finding the class! I usually answer emails within 24 hours, with a 48 hour maximum turnaround. 

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism: 
Be aware of the college's policy on the need for academic honesty in all your work. Any form of dishonesty (cheating, 
plagiarism, etc.) in an assignment is grounds for a zero on the assignment. Extreme cases may be forwarded to the 
administration for remediation as stipulated by the college's policy on Student Conduct. Disruptive behavior or deliberate 
falsification are bases for dismissal from class for two class periods (one week) at the discretion of the instructor. Please 
familiarize yourself with your rights and your responsibilities under the Academic Dishonesty Policies outlined at http://
www.saddleback.edu/la/acts-academic-dishonesty. 

 
Expectations of Student Conduct and Etiquette: 

Grading Scale: 
Unless otherwise indicated, all assignments will be graded on standard percentages: 

    A 90.0—100%
    B 80.0—89.5%
    C 70.0—79.5%
    D 60.0—69.5%
    F 59.5% or less
    Pass 70% or more
If modifications or curves are necessary for particular assignments, you will be told in advance in class.

You will interact regularly with other students in the class through your posts on the Discussion Boards each week. 
Remember to be polite and respectful, and follow these general guidelines when sharing your opinions with the class, 
whether in private or the discussion boards: 

• Keep your discussions on-topic and within the scope of our course material. 
• Use appropriate language, avoiding offensive terms and using complete sentences with normal capitalization. 
• Proofread your written posts before submitting, and take the assignments seriously. 
• When responding to other student postings, try to avoid simply saying "I agree" – instead, state why you agree 

or disagree, enhance upon the prior post, or add more information. 
• Be respectful of other students' opinions even if they differ from your own. 
• When expressing your disagreement, do so in a polite and non-critical way; never insult others. 
• If you reference sources outside of our assigned videos and readings, please state where you got your 

information via a web link or source credit. 

Although I always read your postings and try to give my own comments when possible, I cannot keep up with all 
posts at the moment they appear. I will respond to selected student postings each week, but I cannot respond 
individually to every single post each week. It may also take me a few days to see your weekly postings. If you see an 
inappropriate comment, please send me an email immediately. 

http://www.saddleback.edu/la/acts-academic-dishonesty
http://www.saddleback.edu/la/acts-academic-dishonesty
http://www.saddleback.edu/la/acts-academic-dishonesty
http://www.saddleback.edu/la/acts-academic-dishonesty
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Assignment Category Weights: 

Types of Assignments: 
Discussion Board Postings (15%):  A major component of this class is our course discussion boards, where we will discuss 

the lectures and material covered each week, much like we would in an in-person classroom.  You must post at least a 
substantial paragraph (or more) in the weekly discussion boards at least two times each week.  Your first post should 
be a well-composed original answer to the posted questions, based on your understanding of the lectures and other 
source materials or your own experiences and exposure to German culture.  The second post should be a reply to a 
classmate, either expanding on that student’s ideas or asking detailed questions about the topic.  Discussions must be 
completed by the end of each week, but a higher grade is given to postings completed during the middle of the week 
rather than late on Sunday nights.  Please see the discussion board rubric on our Canvas course page for details about 
the grading criteria. 

Lecture Quizzes (20%):  After you have completed each week’s assigned lectures, you will take a short quiz on the material, 
to ensure that you have learned what is necessary in terms of factual content.  The lecture quizzes can be re-taken an 
unlimited number of times, meaning that you should keep repeating the quiz until you score 100% or whatever score 
you are satisfied with.  The quizzes are open-book and open-note, and for the most part are computer-graded using the 
Canvas platform.  Lecture Quizzes must be completed each week by the close of Sunday night. 

Other Assignments (15%):  There will be a few other small assignments throughout the semester: these will include things 
like worksheets and questionnaires, status updates on the progress of your presentation, and other similar check-in 
type assignments.  Any extra credit offered will also fall into this category. 

Presentation (10%):  Around the sixth week of the semester, you will produce a short presentation on a major figure from 
German history or culture, or a city in a German-speaking country and its history.  You will have a choice of historical 
persons and cities to choose from, and each student will select a different topic. You will post your presentation to the 
Canvas site for other students to view and comment on.  Your presentation can be in any format such as a PowerPoint 
file, a Google Slides link, or a video that you create.  Full instructions will be provided well in advance of the 
assignment’s due date. 

Movie or Story Review (10%):  Around the thirteenth week of the semester, you will write a short ‘review’ or reflection 
after watching a German movie or reading a German short story.  Suggested films and readings will be provided, or you 
may choose your own topic with instructor approval.  The review should be only one to two pages in length (300-600 
words) and focus on what you learned or felt about the work you saw or read as well as a summary of the content.  The 
review will be uploaded to the Canvas course page for other students to read, and your instructor will grade and 
comment on your work. 

Midterm Exam (15%):  In the eighth week of the semester, you will complete a midterm exam, covering both factual 
information about the topics learned, as well as analytical short-answer essay questions and explanations.  The 
midterm is open-book and open-note, but requires you to analyze, compare and contrast, and demonstrate your 
understanding of the key topics covered in the first half of the semester. 

Final Exam (15%):  At the end of the semester, you will complete a final exam, covering both factual information about the 
topics learned, as well as analytical short-answer essay questions and explanations.  The final is open-book and open-
note, but requires you to analyze, compare and contrast, and demonstrate your understanding of the key topics 
covered throughout the entire semester's learning. 

Discussion Board Postings 15%
Lecture Quizzes 20%
Other Assignments 15%
Presentation 10%
Movie or Story Review 10%
Midterm Exam 15%
Final Exam 15%
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Important Dates: 

Students with Disabilities: 
This class has been designed with accessibility and universal design guidelines in mind; however, if you find you have a 

specific need or if something needs to be adjusted, please feel free to contact me. I am happy to work with you to 
succeed in this class. 

If you have a disability, you may be entitled to appropriate academic accommodations. For further information, please 
contact the staff at the Disabled Student Programs and Services Office at http://www.saddleback.edu/dsps or email me 
to discuss your concerns. 

Classmates: 
You can use this space to collect information from classmates. Study groups and collaboration with classmates is a proven 

and effective way to learn.  Private study groups — members of the class who arrange to meet outside of class to 
review and practice their learning, or simply discuss course-related topics — are extremely helpful! I strongly encourage 
you to find a few study friends and work together if you can arrange meetings outside of class! 

Class Begins: August 22, 2022

Last Day to Drop Without Grade on Record: September 11, 2022

Last Day to Change to Pass/No Pass Grading: September 26, 2022

Presentation Due: October 2, 2022

Midterm Exam Due: October 16, 2022

Last Day to Drop With “W”: November 4, 2022

Movie or Story Review Due: November 20, 2022

Final Exam Due: December 18, 2022

Name:
Phone:
Email:

Name:
Phone:
Email:

http://www.saddleback.edu/dsps
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Student Support Resources: 

There are many wonderful and free resources available to Saddleback students. Please consider taking advantage of 
these if you need help in any way during the semester: 

• Technical Support: Saddleback has a student helpdesk which can often solve any technical problems you might be 
having. 

 Call 1-949-582-4363 for general support 
 Call 1-949-582-4515 for Canvas-specific issues 
 Call 1-866-940-8991 after business hours for 24-hour support 
 Email scstudenthelp@saddleback.edu 
 Visit the Student Technical Support Site for answers to common questions and other technical resources. 
 If you are new to using Canvas and want some video tutorials, this page has great instructions and how-to videos 

to help you! 

• Library and Reference: The Saddleback Library has a helpful staff and a wide range of reference materials and 
resources for your learning.  

 Call 1-949-582-4525 to ask questions of a librarian 
 Email sclibrary@saddleback.edu 
 Visit the Saddleback Library Site for further information. 

• Tutoring: Although they do not usually offer tutoring in German, the Saddleback tutoring center has tutors for many 
other academic subjects available free of charge, including online tutoring. 

 Call 1-949-582-4519 for tutoring information 
 Visit the Saddleback Tutoring Site for further information. 

• Student Health: The health fee you have already paid with your tuition entitles you to a number of health services for 
short-term care and maintenance. 

 Call 1-949-582-4606 
 Visit the Student Health Center Site for further information. 

• Mental Health: Life is stressful, and it is no shame to seek help if you are feeling overwhelmed by any aspect of your 
current situation. The professional counselors and therapists at Saddleback can help, and are free of charge! 

 Call 1-949-582-4606 
 Visit the Saddleback Mental Health Site for more information. 

• Academic, Career and Personal Counseling: If you have questions about your academic goals and how to reach them, 
want help in planning for a career, or need counseling for general life issues, the Counseling Center can help! 

 Call 1-949-582-4572 
 Visit the Saddleback Counseling Center for more information. 

• Students with Disabilities: If you feel that you might need accommodations for a learning or physical disability, please 
contact the Special Services office for assistance. 

 Call 1-949-582-4885 or TTD 1-949-582-4833 or Fax: 1-949-347-1526 
 Visit the Saddleback DSPS Site for more information. 

• Campus Police: Crimes, suspicious activities, and any emergency or safety-related issue should be reported to the 
Campus Police Department. 

 Call 1-949-582-4585 
 Visit the Saddleback Police Site for more information.

http://www.saddleback.edu/oe/student-technical-support
https://canvas.saddleback.edu/courses/8354
http://www.saddleback.edu/library
http://www.saddleback.edu/tutoring
http://www.saddleback.edu/shc
http://www.saddleback.edu/shc/mental-health-program-student-access-0
http://www.saddleback.edu/counseling
https://www.saddleback.edu/dsps
https://www.saddleback.edu/police
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Schedule of Assignments: 

Please view the course schedule of assignments below.

Week 1 August 22 – August 28
Topics Covered: Introduction and Overview: Geography, Language, Political System, Stereotypes

Readings: Instructor Video and Transcript (“Overview of Germany”), Additional Light Readings from Canvas

Assignments: Introductory Questionnaire - Lecture Notetaking 1 - Discussion Board 1 - Lecture Quiz 1

Week 2 August 29 – September 4
Topics Covered: Institutions: School System, Religion, Family, Women's Rights

Readings: Instructor Video and Transcript (“German Institutions”), Additional Light Readings from Canvas

Assignments: Consider Presentation Topic - Lecture Notetaking 2 - Discussion Board 2 - Lecture Quiz 2

Week 3 September 5 – September 11
Topics Covered: Traditions: Holidays, Celebrations, Food, Sports

Readings: Instructor Video and Transcript (“German Traditions”), Additional Light Readings from Canvas

Assignments: Choose Presentation Topic - Lecture Notetaking 3 - Discussion Board 3 - Lecture Quiz 3

Week 4 September 12 – September 18
Topics Covered: History to 1648: Germanic Tribes, Charlemagne, Holy Roman Empire, Reformation, Thirty Years' War

Readings: Instructor Video and Transcript (“German History to 1648”), Additional Light Readings from Canvas

Assignments: Presentation Check-In 1 - Lecture Notetaking 4 - Discussion Board 4 - Lecture Quiz 4

Week 5 September 19 – September 25
Topics Covered: Fine Arts: Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, Design

Readings: Instructor Video and Transcript (“German Art and Architecture”), Additional Light Readings from Canvas

Assignments: Presentation Check-In 2 - Lecture Notetaking 5 - Discussion Board 5 - Lecture Quiz 5

Week 6 September 26 – October 2
Topics Covered: History 1648-1871: Prussia and Austria, Napoleonic Wars, German Confederation, Bismarck

Readings: Instructor Video and Transcript (“German History 1648-1871”), Additional Light Readings from Canvas

Assignments: Presentation Due - Lecture Notetaking 6 - Discussion Board 6 - Lecture Quiz 6

Week 7 October 3 – October 9
Topics Covered: Media: Film, Cinema, Television, Newspapers, Social Media

Readings: Instructor Video and Transcript (“German Media and Film”), Additional Light Readings from Canvas

Assignments: Comment on Presentations - Lecture Notetaking 7 - Discussion Board 7 - Lecture Quiz 7

Week 8 October 10 – October 16
Assignments: MIDTERM EXAM - Mid-Semester Course Feedback
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Week 9 October 17 – October 23
Topics Covered: Performing Arts: Music, Dance, Theater

Readings: Instructor Video and Transcript (“German Performing Arts”), Additional Light Readings from Canvas

Assignments: Consider Movie/Story Choices - Lecture Notetaking 9 - Discussion Board 9 - Lecture Quiz 9

Week 10 October 24 – October 30
Topics Covered: History 1871-1933: Unification - Wilhelmine - World War I - Weimar Republic - Third Reich

Readings: Instructor Video and Transcript (“German History 1871-1933”), Additional Light Readings from Canvas

Assignments: Choose Movie or Story - Lecture Notetaking 10 - Discussion Board 10 - Lecture Quiz 10

Week 11 October 31 – November 6
Topics Covered: Written Arts: Literature, Drama, Philosophy, Science

Readings: Instructor Video and Transcript (“German Written Arts”), Additional Light Readings from Canvas

Assignments: Movie/Story Check-In 1 - Lecture Notetaking 11 - Discussion Board 11 - Lecture Quiz 11

Week 12 November 7 – November 13
Topics Covered: History 1933-1949: Third Reich - World War II - Postwar Division

Readings: Instructor Video and Transcript (“German History 1933-1949”), Additional Light Readings from Canvas

Assignments: Movie/Story Check-In 2 - Lecture Notetaking 12 - Discussion Board 12 - Lecture Quiz 12

Week 13 November 14 – November 20
Topics Covered: Migration: Germans in the USA, Immigration to Germany

Readings: Instructor Video and Transcript (“Migration to and from Germany”), Additional Light Readings from Canvas

Assignments: Movie or Story Review Due - Lecture Notetaking 13 - Discussion Board 13 - Lecture Quiz 13

Week 14 November 21 – December 4
Topics Covered: East Germany: East Germany, Reunification

Readings: Instructor Video and Transcript (“East Germany”), Additional Light Readings from Canvas

Assignments: Comment on Movie Reviews - Lecture Notetaking 14 - Discussion Board 14 - Lecture Quiz 14

Week 15 December 5 – December 11
Topics Covered: History 1949-Present: Post-War West Germany, European Union, Current Events

Readings: Instructor Video and Transcript (“West Germany and Reunited Germany”), Additional Light Readings

Assignments: Lecture Notetaking 15 - Discussion Board 15 - Lecture Quiz 15

Week 16 December 12 – December 18
Assignments: FINAL EXAM - End of Semester Survey
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